
 
Table 1. Density and method of travel to work in selected US, Canadian and Australian cities (2000/2006) 

 

City  Country Population 
Density 
(per 
hectare) 

Car  % Public 
transport  % Walking  % Cycling  % Other  % 

Los Angeles US 16,373,645 27.3 91.1 4.7 2.7 0.6 1.1 
Toronto CA 5,113,149 27.2 71.1 22.2 4.8 1.0 0.9 
San Francisco US 4,123,740 27.0 84.2 9.7 3.4 1.1 1.4 
San Jose US 1,682,585 22.8 Included in San Francisco data: see notes.  
New York US 21,199,865 20.5 67.6 24.8 5.7 0.3 1.6 
Sydney  AU 4,119,189 20.4 71.2 21.2 4.9 0.7 2.0 
Montreal CA 3,635,571 19.8 70.4 21.4 5.7 1.6 0.9 
New Orleans US 1,337,726 19.7 89.3 5.4 2.7 0.6 1.4 
Las Vegas US 1,563,282 17.7 91.2 4.1 2.4 0.5 1.4 
Ottawa CA    846,802 17.2 68.1 21.2 7.6 2.2 0.9 
Vancouver CA 2,116,581 17.2 74.4 16.5 6.3 1.7 1.1 
Miami US 3,876,380 17.0 92.7 3.9 1.8 0.5 1.1 
Melbourne   AU 3,592,592 15.7 79.3 13.9 3.6 1.3 1.9 
Denver US 2,581,506 15.4 91.4 4.4 2.5 0.7 0.8 
Chicago US 9,157,540 15.1 83.9 11.5 3.2 0.3 1.0 
Sacramento US 1,796,857 14.6 92.3 2.7 2.3 1.4 1.0 
Winnipeg CA    694,668 14.3 78.7 13.0 5.8 1.6 0.9 
Calgary CA 1,079,310 14.0 76.6 15.6 5.4 1.3 1.0 
Phoenix US 3,251,876 14.0 93.4 1.9 2.1 0.9 1.4 
Adelaide  AU 1,105,839 13.8 83.1 9.9 3.2 1.5 2.3 
San Diego US 2,813,833 13.2 91.2 3.4 3.5 0.6 1.4 
Washington DC US 4,923,153 13.1 86.5 9.4 3.0 0.3 1.0 
Portland US 2,265,223 12.9 89.4 6.0 3.1 0.8 0.7 
San Antonio US 1,592,383 12.6 93.6 2.8 2.4 0.1 1.2 
Perth  AU 1,445,073 12.1 83.3 10.4 2.7 1.2 2.4 
Detroit US 5,456,428 11.9 95.3 1.7 1.8 0.2 0.5 
Baltimore US 2,552,994 11.7 Included in Washington DC data: see notes. 
Houston US 4,669,571 11.4 93.9 3.3 1.6 0.3 1.1 
Dallas US 5,221,801 11.3 95.5 1.7 1.5 0.1 1.0 



Victoria  CA    330,088 11.1 71.7 10.2 10.4 5.7 2.0 
Philadelphia US 6,188,463 11.0 86.1 8.8 4.0 0.3 0.8 
Columbus  US 1,540,157 11.0 94.3 2.2 2.5 0.2 0.5 
Seattle US 3,554,760 10.9 87.7 7.0 3.3 0.6 1.4 
Canberra  AU    368,129 10.8 82.0 7.9 4.9 2.5 2.7 
Cleveland US 2,495,831 10.7 93.7 3.4 2.1 0.2 0.6 
Milwaukee US 1,689,572 10.4 92.7 4.0 2.8 0.2 0.6 
Hobart  AU    200,524 10.3 82.6 6.4 7.6 1.1 2.3 
Minneapolis US 2,968,806 10.3 91.8 4.5 2.5 0.4 0.6 
Virginia Beach  US 1,569,541 10.2 93.7 1.8 2.7 0.3 1.6 
Edmonton CA 1,034,945 10.1 82.8 9.7 5.1 1.1 1.2 
Orlando US 1,644,561 9.9 95.4 1.6 1.3 0.4 1.1 
Tampa US 2,395,997 9.9 94.9 1.3 1.7 0.6 1.1 
St. Louis US 2,603,607 9.7 95.2 2.3 1.6 0.1 0.7 
Brisbane  AU 1,763,129 9.2 78.6 13.8 3.7 1.1 2.8 
Providence US 1,188,613 9.0 93.1 2.4 3.3 0.2 0.7 
Boston US 5,819,100 8.9 85.1 9.0 4.2 0.4 0.9 
Kansas City US 1,776,062 8.9 96.0 1.2 1.4 0.1 0.8 
Cincinnati US 1,979,202 8.6 94.1 2.6 2.3 0.1 0.7 
Indianapolis US 1,607,486 8.5 96.0 1.2 1.7 0.2 0.8 
Pittsburgh US 2,358,695 7.9 88.8 6.2 3.7 0.1 0.6 
Atlanta US 4,112,198 6.9 94.2 3.6 1.3 0.1 1.1 
Charlotte US 1,499,293 6.7 96.6 1.3 1.2 0.1 0.8 

 
Sources: Australian and Canadian Census 2006, US Census 2000 
Notes: 
• Population and mode share figures are for the entire census area, density is for urban area only, except for the following US regions: San 
Francisco Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Area includes San Jose urban area, and Washington CMSA includes Baltimore, so Metropolitan 
Statistical Areas figures have been used for population (unfortunately, mode share figures were only available for the larger CMSAs). 
• ‘Car’ includes car passenger and truck; ‘other’ includes motorcycle and taxi (counted as public transport in some US studies). 
 


