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Potential for Developmant of a Wood Waste Electricity Generator in the
Orbost district for far East Gippsland

Whal |s a woody blomass project?

A woody biomass plant would-use wasts wood from timber harvesting thal s unsuitable for sawinga
and at present is left in the forest and bumt as part of the practice of regenersting logging coupeas.

The volume of waste from timber harvesting In East Gippsland is cumently aboul three times the
volume of sawlogs. But the quality of the timber harvest s declining, which means an increasing
amount of waste is being left in the forests Industry forecasts indicate the ralio of waste 1o sawlogs
may eventually be as much as six fo ona

Thiz means a substantial, and increasing, wood wasts resource 1S avallable as a by-product of timber
harvesting. Instaad of being bumt on the forest fioor. this waste could fuel East Gippsland's own

alectricity supply

Around the world, biomass materials such as wood are already widely used 1o produce electricity.
About 11% of the world’s energy comes from biomass, about half of which is produced from wood
waste. |n countries including Sweden and Finland, it accounts for almost 30% of total stationary energy
For approximately half of the world's papulation, wood or other biomass is the main source: of ensngy

Examples can also be found on our own doorstep, The Maryvale Mill in the Latrobe Valley oparates tha
largest renewable ensrgy plant in Vicloria, @ 50 megawatl generator using waste from its pulp mills. To
put thiz in perspective, it is about 2% of the 2200 megawatt generating capacity of Loy Yang Power
The Visy pulpmill in Tumut in southem New South Wales utilises woody biomass 1o generate alectricity
to run s mil from a 18 megawatt power plant. The facility uses a wide range of wood wastes including
sawdust, bark, and municipal wood waste,

In facl, almeost one-third of Victoria's renewable energy output is from biomass sources, including
woody waste and waste from council landfill tips.

Eeonefits of biomass electricity ganeration

Typically, carbon dicxide emissions from elactricity generation using biomass are anly 5% to 10% of the
amissions from genaration using fossil fusls, mainly coal.

Native fores! ranks among the lowest gresnhouse gas emitters when used a8 an energy SOUrCe.
Timber from native trees amits just 0.03 kilograns of carbon dicxide for each kilowatt hour of electricity
it produces, compared with the Australian average of one kilogram of carbon dioxide for each kllowatt
hour of electricity generated
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To explain how we gain the benefits of using wood lo produce snergy.

» Fossil fuels such as oll, gas and coal fired eleciricity release carbon dioxide into the atmosphere
during preduction and burning, and the same is the cass when wood is bumil.

» However, growing trees absorb most of the carbon digxide that is emitted during the harvesting,
processing and burning of the wood.

+ Thesa trees then release oxygen into the atmosphere as well as storing carbon, resulting in a
reduction in greenhouse gases and a virtually carbon neutral process

What a biomass project would mean for Orbost and East Gippsland

* The project would usa timber waste for a productive purpose.

* It would diversify the regional economy through the creation of a major new industry, and bring
new jobs and broaden the skills of the region's workforce

= Far East Gippsland would enjoy & mors reliable electricity supply,
»  [twould make a significant contnbution to reducing Australla’s greenhouse emissions,

A biomass plant located in the Orbost district would not be a large-scale industrial development; and,
baing low-emission, if would not have an adverse effect on the region's environment.

Government policy supports the increasing use of biomass

Recent changes to federal and state government policy have cleared the way for energy generation
using forest waste in timber producing areas such a5 East Gippsland.

The Victorian Government supports renewable energy Including bioenergy, recognising it can reduce
greenhouse gas amissions, create large numbers of skilled jobs and provide a sustainable supply of
anergy. Its support for biomass projects, including those using native forest wood waste, s
encompassed in the new Victorian Timber Industry Strategy.

Victoria's view s also consistent with the Federal Government's expanded Renewable Energy Target
(RET] scheme, which aims to achieve production of 20% of Australia's energy from rerewable sources

by 2020 Wind and solar power will not mast this target. It will require a substantial input from biomass
generation

Sosking your views
| am keen to consuilt the Orbost district community to get as broad as poszible an assessment of the

community's view of such a project as a guide to my future course of action on your behalf. Therefore, |
invite you o fill in and return the enclosed survey
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